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AKIMBLOG

I have a higher than average number of friends who were child actors or extras in the local film
industry. I ask them to regale me with their stories of being on sets and standing mere paces from a
household name. Trivial things become crucial excitements in these stories, in which my friends are
always the main characters. In Background Actors at Catriona Jeffries, Julia Feyrer reconditions
the notion of supporting roles and peripheral statues, imbedding meaning where it is usually
overlooked. Her complex and playful works call attention to the new and latent identities that can be
articulated through an assemblage of familiar signifiers while also drawing out the personalities of
materials. Feyrer’s previous solo exhibition at POTTS in Los Angeles appears as props and a set for
her new film New Pedestrians. Short takes of a woman’s face, a hand tucking hair behind her ear,
and strolling feet intercut with phantasmagorical anatomy compel us to consider versions of our
bodies and worlds parallel to what’s familiar and what we can identify with. 

  
 

 Julia Feyrer, Background Actors, 2018, installation view 
  

Witnesses is a series of illuminated blownglass heads on a variety of sticks. Smeared over the
translucent faces are masks with exfoliants like lavender and Sour Baby candies suspended in dyed
silicon. Despite its presentation in the vernacular of a medieval intimidation ornament, the comedic
confluence of materials that hearken to naturopathic healing (spirulina) and banal consumer goods
(Swiffers) spares the work from being utterly macabre. Corpse is a sculpture cast roughly from
Feyrer’s own body. The materials listed include many earthly things (mineral rocks, blackberry,
mugwort, soil) juxtaposed with construction or industrial material (insulation foam, aluminum
armature, latex) and then knickknacks (whistle, glass marbles, coins, gummy worms). At the end of
the list, “miscellaneous materials” resonates like an ellipses that sparks speculation about what else
may be wedged between marbles and gummy worms. The sculpture’s head rests on Maiden, a
splayed iron mold used to cast the blown glass heads in Witnesses, which frames the head of
Corpse like a pillow. Arranged as they are, these works prompt a creationist narrative about a freshly
baked humanoid entity. 
 
From exhibition to exhibition, Feyrer’s installations are subsequently used as the sets and props for
a followup moving image project. This model may put a lot of pressure on the artist to map out her
production, but the structure of her methodology is intuitive with potential to swerve and recalibrate.
Each film prolongs the lifespan of a former exhibition, placing that installation on a continuum within
her practice through its presence in the film presented in the following exhibition. I guess you could
call it a sequel, but that’s too simplistic. Perhaps it’s better to consider the kind of futurism at play in
the idea of exhibitions as sculptural and immersive movie trailers. 
 
 
Julia Feyrer: Background Actors continues until April 21. 

 Catriona Jeffries Gallery: https://catrionajeffries.com/ 
 The gallery is not accessible. 

 
 
Steffanie Ling's essays, criticism, and art writing have been published alongside exhibitions, in
print, and online in Canada, the United States, and Europe. She is an editor of Charcuterie and co
curator at VIVO Media Arts Centre. Her books are Nascar (Blank Cheque, 2016) and Cuts of Thin
Meat (Spare Room, 2015). She is Akimblog’s Vancouver correspondent and can be followed on
Twitter and Instagram @steffbao.
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Precarity likewise informs her 16-mm film Escape Scenes, 2014, for which the artist made
recordings staging various found materials in the back of a shaky truck as she drove around
Vancouver. Feyrer constructs flattened environments with trinkets and household items,
framing the cityscape as much as she obscures it with her bizarre compositions. These
meticulous structures, however, seem destined to shatter. In one act, a tiny wrecking ball
topples a stack of fake bricks. In another, the jolt of the moving vehicle knocks the pieces
out of a scenario depicting an incomplete puzzle of the Parthenon surrounded by rock
formations and neon plastic sand timers. Her work, like the ancient Greek temple, lacks
stability.

While frailty and destruction might masquerade as Feyrer’s constant companions, she
demonstrates a singular knack for theatricality and facade. Her works are tightly
choreographed constructions that, when we look closely, reveal the shapes, images, and
stories in what might appear to be only smoke and mirrors.

— Simone Krug

All rights reserved. artforum.com is a registered trademark of Artforum International Magazine, New York, NY.
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Press Release:

The individual movements and actions of

background actors or “extras” in conventional

film and television function for the camera and

microphone only as aspects of the environment.

A background actor is empty of an inherent

identity—a ghostly epiphenomenon haunting the

set and blurred edges of the screen. Portraying

the quotidian roles of corpses, bystanders and

inaudible speakers, they occupy an indistinct

role between prop and person.

In Julia Feyrer’s film New Pedestrians, the

background actors silently inhabit the roles of

pedestrian or passersby. Casually strolling

through their process of ontological becoming

with every step, like an exercise in walking

meditation, the pedestrians trace a path that is

Bortolami

New York, United States

The Approach

London, United Kingdom



unstable, full of distractions, thoughts and

emotions, crises of identity, anxiety and

restlessness.

By filming her sculptures as props, and the

gallery installation as set, each of Feyrer’s

exhibitions seeps into the next, creating the

causes and conditions for the next film to

germinate. The films make use of “practical film

effects”: physical objects and non-digital special

effects made for the verisimilitude of the camera

—a world of techniques and materials designed

to mirror our own but without the pretext of

permanence.

Individual works in this exhibition include

Corpse, a dummy roughly life cast from the

artist’s own body, handblown glass heads that

are microphone supports for walking binaural

audio recordings and ASMR trigger videos, the

iron mold used to cast the blown glass heads,

and a kinetic Device for Sensing Habitable

Zones, featuring small exoplanet models

scattered around a strange terrain below a

rotating array of “ticklers”.

This new body of work continues Feyrer’s

interest in consciousness and nonnormative

forms of experience.

Meditating on the human body and its intimate

relationships to nonhuman entities, such as the

100 trillion bacterial cells that make up our

microbiome, our boundaries of self quickly

become uncertain. In Background Actors, Feyrer

asks how we can disrupt our anthropocentric

Deborah Schamoni

Munich, Germany

Hussenot

Paris, France



2008 — 2019 Contemporary Art Daily

with help from Ivan Dal Cin

worldview, in solidarity with the nonhuman, as a

generative site of meaning and speculative

science fiction.

Link: Julia Feyrer at Catriona Jeffries

Tags: Canada, Catriona Jeffries, Julia Feyrer,

Vancouver

Share: Twitter, Facebook, Pinterest

Antoine Ertaskiran

Montreal, Canada
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